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and social conditions. The story is interestingly told, but it is 
a pity that the author did not go beyond the year 1850 and the 
describe the constitution of 1851 from this standpoint. He would 
have found it a rich storehouse of material. The democratic 
features of the constitution of 1802 are undoubted, but it was less 
conscious love of democracy than dislike of St. Clair which led 
to the elimination of the executive veto and the consequent con- 
centration of power in the hands of the legislature. Perhaps the 
best chapter in the book — whch grows better as it proceeds — is 
the one on the Problem of Slavery and the Free Black Projected 
into Ohio. The exclusion of slavery, the enactment of the "black 
laws" directed against the free negroes, and the final passage of 
the fugitive slave law in 1839, all show the increasing subserviency 
of Ohio's commercial interests to the growing demands of the 
South. In the two concluding chapters the original thesis — the 
influence of frontier conditions — is demonstrated in the fields of 
religion and education. 

The monograph would have gained in value through a more 
consistent use of the original sources, especially the executive 
and legislative documents of the state, which have been but seldom 
drawn upon. As a contribution to human knowledge, it has 
added little new, but has brought together in a single volume some 
interesting and hitherto disconnected facts. 

Ernest L. Bogart. 
Princeton University. 

National and Social Problems. By Frederic Harrison. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1908. Pp. xxxi,450. $1.75 
net.) 

"I do not hesitate to reissue studies that are thirty, even forty 
years old ; for the same forces are still dominant and the same 
dilemmas are still unsolved * * * The lapse of a genera- 
tion only justifies a view of events which had behind it principles 
and convictions maintained throughout a long life. I have found 
almost nothing to qualify in the judgment which I passed at the 
time on the great events and the dominant personalities of the 
nineteenth century." Thus writes the eminent leader of the Eng- 
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lish Positivists in his introduction to this book of reprints. The 
first part, on National Problems, contains such essays as Bis- 
marckism, France after the War, The Anti- Aggression League, and 
Empire and Humanity. The second part begins with his brilliant 
critique of the classic economists published in 1865 under the title 
The Limits of Political Economy; and the other chapters deal 
with Trades-Unionism, Cooperation, Socialist Unionism, Moral 
and Religious Socialism, — thelatterwritteninl891. "These were 
in no sense casual utterances. Being all based on the positivist 
theory of capital and labour, which I have held from youth, they 
have a systematic character." And the reviewer may well add 
that they are original documentary material for the student of the 
labor movement and labor legislation. The intimate associate 
of the economists and the working-class leaders, the author of the 
minority report of the Trades Union Commission of 1867, which 
Parliament accepted as the basis of trade-union legislation, the 
critic, friend and seer of trades-unionism, socialism, and codpera 
tionism — his essays bring us close to the heart of the real social 
revolution in England. 

J. R. Commons. 
University of Wisconsin. 

The English Peasantry and the Enclosure of Common Fields. By 
Gilbert Slater. With an introduction by the Earl of Car- 
rington, President of the Board of Agriculture. (London: 
A. Constable and Company, 1907. Pp. xiii, 337. 10s. 6d., 
net.) 

This volume is No. 14 in the series of Economic and Political 
Science Studies issued by the London School of Economics. The 
investigations were begun in 1894 and the results were summarized 
in a thesis entitled The Enclosure of Common Fields in England in 
the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, and approved for the de- 
gree of doctor of science in economics by the University of London 
in 1904. The manuscript matter and maps of that thesis have 
been revised and published under the present title. 

The purpose of the author was to study the policy of government 
legislation in the enclosure acts of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries and to determine its effects upon agricultural produc- 



